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Prez says  
By Christina Franc, ECFWA President 

 
We’ve all heard the jokes about journalists and deadlines. Journalists love deadlines, 
and for many, even if they know of it months in advance, somehow, they end up 
waiting until the very last minute to finish the job.  
 
Well, I want to start a revolution in the communications world, and start working on 
something right now! But I need your help… 
 
ECFWA is hosting the CFWF National Conference in 2017. It seems like it’s a long 



way away, but like every countdown, it’ll be here before we know it. The ECFWA 
board of directors has decided to host the conference in Quebec this time around, 
visiting a province CFWF hasn’t toured since 1999! 
 
In order to get things started, we are putting together an organizing committee and we 
need people to help with registration, finances, tours, professional development, and 
so on. So this is an open call, if you would like to be part of the 2017 CFWF 
Conference organizing committee, please email me at president@ecfwa.ca  
 
Please note, you do not need to be bilingual in order to help out, a lot of the tasks and 
responsibilities can be done in English and so we can certainly find something for you 
to help out with.  
 
Looking forward to seeing you in Quebec in 2017! 
Christina 

[TOP] 
 

Keady Market Regional Social 
By Karen Dallimore, Words For Hire 

 

 
Howard Grieg, Grace Kuhl and ECFWA host Courtney Denard. Photo: K. Dallimore 



 
Keady Market – Since 1951 
 
“If a gate’s closed, close it again. If it’s open, leave it open or you’ll get in trouble.” 
Those were the simple instructions given by Howard Greig as our group of farm 
writers from the Eastern Canada Farm Writers’ Association followed him through the 
chutes in the cattle sheds at the Keady Market.  
 
It was late Tuesday morning in early September. The beef cattle were just finishing up 
their sale while across the road the pigs and goats and sheep waited their turn. 
Chickens, ducks, geese and rabbits sat in boxes and crates of all shapes and sizes in 
the auction ring lobby, while outside, before the rain hit, up to 250 vendors sold 
market vegetables, antiques, deli meat, crafts, home baked goods and sweets.  
Buskers played their instruments while neighbours shared greetings, a coffee and a 
few stories. 
 
Located in the heart of Ontario beef country, the bustling Keady Market runs every 
Tuesday from May 19 to October 13, attracting thousands of customers, rivalling St. 
Jacobs in popularity. It is one of several regular livestock auctions in the province, 
joining regular sales in Brussels, Cookstown, and Kitchener, and occasional sales in 
Cargill, Hanover, Wiarton and Manitoulin Island.  
 
Keady Market is 10 miles south west of Owen Sound, at a quiet crossroads where 
you’re more likely to hear crickets on the other days of the week. It started as an 
auction in 1951 in a church shed, providing somewhere for the locals to bring their 
cattle to sell.  
 
Howard Grieg is the livestock manager and one of the auctioneers at Keady. He says 
that the auction has declined from 20 years ago but still manages to move up to 1800 
head twice a week. Their four-day Calf-O-Rama sale of local calves remains a 
benchmark for the province. October and November are the big months for cattle, 
earlier if it’s been a dry year, but this year pasture has been good.  
 
Prices have also been good: “Unprecedented” was the word Grieg used to describe 
the buoyant cattle market. Why? Numbers are down but demand is still holding, said 
Grieg. The prices started to take off back in February.  
 
As he explained, when BSE hit, the typical seven-year beef cycle was just starting to 
rise up.  The cattle continued to come through at that time – the numbers were there 
then but the money wasn’t. “Lots just got out,” said Grieg, and farmers weren’t about 
to rent land for $180 an acre to run cattle, especially with seven or eight dollar corn, to 
start up again.  
 
Bruce County is number one for beef; Grey County is number two, says Grieg, but 
farmland has been getting bought up and fences have been coming down. “It’s a slow 
process to re-build.” Heifers were let go then, and now they’re worth so much they’re 



going to market once again, a sign that herd size isn’t about to increase quickly. What 
would you do, take $2300 to $2500 for that heifer now or put her in with the bull? 
Charolais sell the highest; Angus isn’t far behind, then Limousin, but there’s not much 
difference anymore, says Grieg. If the quality is there, they’ll sell well. 
 
There aren’t many pigs now, said Grieg. Most of them have gone south. Only one or 
two were in the pens that day. Pigs sell well in the spring because there aren’t many, 
but there are even less at this time of year. Sheep attract two or three large buyers. 
Mr. Greek – ‘Louis’ – from Toronto is a huge buyer. Sometimes he comes to the 
auction himself, sometimes he sends a buyer. 
 
So far Grieg says they haven’t had any trouble with animal activists. “We’re farmers. 
We know how to treat an animal.” The vet is present all day during the sales, and has 
the authority to reject an animal or tag it for slaughter only. Up to seven inspectors 
from various levels of government may drop by at any time. 
 
Grieg enjoys being an auctioneer. The most challenging part of the job, he says, is 
when you have to handle wild cattle. As a licensed RFID tagging facility, Grieg has 
had to deal with some crazy animals that may have been running in the bush for five 
years. And he’s careful to always respect a bull. 
 
Grace Kuhl is the fifth generation of the Kuhl family to work at the market, joining our 
tour group with a warm welcome. Her great, great grandfather, Julius, was an 
auctioneer.  Her grandfather, Gary Kuhl, is now the manager; her dad, Scott, and 
uncle Ron are both auctioneers. Now Grace, who is just starting Grade 11, has an 
eye on attending auctioneering school next summer. There aren’t many women in that 
line of work but she’s proud to help carry on the family tradition. 

 
(Wet farm writers followed Howard and 
Grace through the goat sale barn. Photo: 
K. Dallimore) 
 
The market tour was followed by a 
farm-fresh lunch and barn tour at 
the dairy farm of Courtney & Rob 
Denard. Thanks again to our host 
for such an interesting visit! 
 
If you have an idea for a Regional 
Social in your area please contact 
anyone on the ECFWA board to 
find out how to make it happen. 

It’s as simple as finding something that may be of interest to farm writers that you 
have in your backyard and finding a place for lunch. There’s so much agriculture in 
our provinces to share – let us know what you’ve got!  
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Photography News 
 
Send in your photos for the second annual ECFWA Photo Contest 
 
For the 2016 edition of the photo contest, we have expanded the themes under which 
you can submit your shots. The ECFWA invites all its members to submit their best 
Canadian agriculture and farm photos under three themes: PEOPLE, PLACES, and 
THINGS. 
Send us your best shots! 
Let your creativity soar! 
It’s free for members, with cash awards and judging generously sponsored by La 
Coop Federee.  
For more information and to submit entries, contact ECFWA Director Patrick Dupuis 
at patrick.dupuis@lacoop.coop or 514-858-2044 or visit the ECFWA website at 
http://ecfwa.ca/news  
 
ECFWA Photographers win National & International Awards 
 
Congratulations to Sharon Grose, freelance photographer from Alma, ON, who has 
demonstrated her ability to capture people appeal with her photos, winning the 
International Federation of Agricultural Journalists DeLaval Star Prize for Photography 
People's Choice Award. “There were 72 entrIes in the categories of People; Places; 
Nature/Landscape,” said Alison Finamore, organizer of the photo contest. “Voters 
could vote once in each of the categories. We had over 2,000 votes and it was great 
Sharon was on hand to accept.” Making the presentation at this year’s IFAJ 
Conference in New Zealand is Ritta Mustonen, IFAJ and Kim Sowry, Delaval 
Marketing Manager. 
 

 
 
Sharon also won the Gold at the 2015 CFWF awards for the same photo, handed out 
in Calgary in September. The photo was taken at Miller’s Dairy in Creemore, ON, 
featuring a nosey Jersey cow posing with two contestants from the Plowing Match 
Queen of the Furrow competition. 



 
Barbara Sheridan, equine journalist and 
instructor for Equine Guelph's online 
Journalism course, received second 
place honours at the 2015 Canadian 
Farm Writers' Federation Awards. The 
Don Baron Award was open to 
photographs published by a Canadian 
medium that accompanies written copy 
on an agricultural topic to improve the 
editorial story telling capacity of the 
medium. "It was tricky capturing the 
action shot," explained Sheridan. "I only 
had the opportunity to shoot off a couple 
of frames before I had to get out of the 
firefighter's way." 
  
First appearing in FIREFighting in 
Canada magazine, the image was 
captured during a training exercise led by 
Technical Large Animal Emergency 
Rescue (TLAER) and hosted by Equine 
Guelph in the fall of 2014.  
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CFWF 2015 Conference Highlights 
By Lee Hart, CFWF Conference Co-Chair 
 
With about 115 Canadian Farm Writers Federation members and guests attending all 
or part of the 2015 conference in Calgary in January, the hard working Alberta Farm 
Writer Association organizing committee considered it a great success. 
 
It had been about 15-years since Alberta last hosted the CFWF annual conference —
memories fade…we were eager to try it again. 
 
Based around the theme "Fixing Fences — Bridging the Urban/Rural Divide” it was 
the hope of the Alberta committee to bring agriculture communicators from across the 
country together for a first-hand look at Alberta's diverse agriculture and agri-food 
industry. A day of tours was followed with a conference day of well-informed panellists 
talking about the "why" and "how" of keeping consumers engaged in and informed 
about primary agriculture and high quality food production.  
 
What were the highlights of the event? We were just glad everyone came —especially 



the always enthusiastic ECFWA delegation — everyone seemed to enjoy themselves, 
and along with getting a white cowboy hat to take home, hopefully everyone learned a 
little about Alberta agriculture and the latest issues and challenges the industry faces, 
and it’s constant ability to adapt and change.  
 
As my mother always said about hosting guests — she was twice glad. Glad when 
they came and glad when they left. And we mean that in the kindest possible terms. It 
was a pleasure. 
 
See you in the ‘toon next year.  
 
(The 2016 CFWF Conference will be held in Saskatoon) 
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CFWF – Fixing Fences? 
By Karen Dallimore, Words For Hire 

 
The aspens glowed golden in the sunshine as we drove around the outskirts of 
Calgary during the South pre-tour at the 2015 CFWF Conference. The theme was 
‘Fixing Fences: Bridging the Rural/Urban Divide’, but one of the first things I noticed 
was that it was more than just the social fences that needed fixing. There were 
strands of barbed wire hanging loose, non-functioning, left unattended as the priorities 
of the landowners changed; hobby farms with a few horses scattered in new pastures 
with new sheds; driveways gated with wrought iron instead of cattle guards.  
 
This wasn’t the Calgary I remembered from my last visit less than 10 years ago. The 
airport, once a showcase of cowboy art with the Rockies visible in the distance, was 
now under construction, busy and unrecognizable. The wide highways were also 
busy, filled with Lincolns and Mercedes and Cadillacs and shiny new pickups. The 
Calgary Tower? It was dwarfed by high-rise office buildings. I finally got a glimpse of it 
from the second floor window of Fort Calgary, where conference delegates gathered 
for a Friday night dinner in the barracks.  
 
I kept thinking of the line from the Beverly Hillbillies theme song, “Oil, that is. Black 
Gold. Texas Tea.” Calgary seemed to be partying on, still drunk on oil money. As our 
bus driver, John, showed us around the outskirts of his city, I couldn’t help but ponder 
which was needed more, a fence or a bridge?  
 



What did this oil boom mean for 
agriculture?  
 
The same as any wealth, higher land 
prices, changing political priorities, new 
markets, new cultures, and growth. What it 
didn’t mean was lower fuel prices, which 
were 10 cents more per litre than in my 
hometown Ontario. Underneath it all there 
was still the same old cowtown friendliness 
– at one stop light John leaned out his 
window and started a conversation with the 
driver of the fuel delivery truck next to us, 
old friends that hadn’t seen each other in a 
while.  
 
Our first stop on the bus trip was the Bow 
Point Nursery, where Lindsey Sontag 
grows native species such as Pascapoo 
Poplar (“It’s brilliant for windbreaks”) or 
Buffalo Berry. Small landscapers have 

caught on to the benefits of native plantings, respecting their resilience under local 
conditions; so has the Calgary Zoo and the City of Cochrane, said Lindsey, but 
Calgary has been patchy in its uptake with a constantly shifting bureaucracy resulting 
in new decision-makers in continual need of education. 
 
We pass one ugly 11,000 square foot new home that looked more like a hotel with a 
9-car garage, across from a field of cattle with a sign on the fence that reads “Don’t 
Dam Springbank”. We’re north of Bragg Creek where a dry dam is proposed to 
mitigate floodwater issues into Calgary, a topic lending itself as fodder to familiar 
urban/rural debates. Bragg Creek, itself badly damaged in the floods, has changed its 
focus from ranching to recreation. The tourists, many from Calgary, have poor 
understanding of wildlife, often posing for a bear selfie with little caution.  
 
Dr. Terry Church greeted us at the Canadian Rocky Mountain Ranch, which sells 
bison and elk meat to a niche market he described as mostly young women in an 
SUV with a baby seat, paying with their husband’s gold card. “They’re exceedingly 
loyal,” said Church, well aware that they had the financial means to afford healthy 
choices for their families. Church works hard to support the supply chain, from selling 
directly out of their farm store and every week at a local market to connecting with city 
chefs, obtaining valuable and unique feedback.



 
 
At we continued to drive around the perimeter of Calgary we arrived at the Chinook 
Honey Company, where Sherry and Art Andrews sell honey, honey products and now 
mead through their on-farm retail store, and where guests and customers can learn  
about bees and honey in their Discovery Center. “We’re suddenly in tourism and 
marketing instead of agriculture,” said Sherry. “It’s a learning experience.” They are 
now one of three meaderies in Alberta; their food products are delivered weekly to 30 
restaurants and bakeries in nearby towns.  
 

 
 
The oil boom has supported the restaurant trade, which, in turn, has provided a 



strong, loyal market for Hodgekiss Herbs and Produce, just east of Calgary. Tracy 
and Paul Hodgekiss started their greenhouses as a hobby (Tracy “traded high heels 
for cowboy boots”) but when their heirloom tomato growing operation was gutted by 
the tobacco mosaic virus, they experimented and expanded into other organic 
produce and in an average year, 18,000 small square bales of hay. The oil boom 
hasn’t affected their workforce so far, with a regular crew of Spanish workers returning 
annually, but she is concerned about a proposed increase in the minimum wage to 
$15. “Who wants to work hard for $16 when they can get earn the same at Walmart,” 
asked Tracy? Next year they plan to expand production, shipping 100,000 pound of 
carrots and doubling the kale, swiss chard and romaine lettuce.  
 
Do the fences need mending between rural and urban communities? Are there 
bridges to build? The Calgary oil boom has bloated the former cow town, forcing 
ranchers, farmers, and locals to interact with newcomers from across the country and 
around the world. But the same questions echo right across the country; the issue of 
one side not understanding the other is not unique to Calgary. For communicators – 
farm writers - the real question may be, are we encouraging a conversation or just two 
monologues? 
 
 
Thank you to the ECFWA for the 2015 Conference bursary – KD. 
 
 

Fall 2015 PD Session - Networking Skills 

 
 
Tuesday, November 24 @ 4:00 PM 
Syngenta Boardroom, 140 Research Lane, Guelph 
 
We all network, all the time. From chatting in line at the 
supermarket, all the way through to signing up for a 
speaker luncheon even if you're not interested in the 
speaker. Some people seem to be a natural at 
‘networking’; others struggle with talking to random 
strangers in a large room full of unknowns. Regardless 
of the situation, networking is an important aspect of 
personal and business development. Part art, part 

science, effective networking can be learned without turning yourself into 'a salesman 
who can talk the hind end off a donkey'. This workshop will offer some basic 
approaches to networking that can be adapted to your personal style, and an 
opportunity to practice some skills that you can use to network in a variety of 
situations. 
 
Hugh Maynard has been an agricultural communicator for over 30 years and has 



managed to network his way around the world. He will share his insights and 
experience on how to effectively network amongst friends, colleagues, business 
associates and 'unknowns'. 
 
Registration starts at 4:00pm and the event will start at 4:30. Afterwards, there will be 
a pay-your-own-way supper at Shakespeare Arms in Guelph. 
*There will be an option to join via webinar. This event is FREE on-line or in person 
for members, $10 in person only for non-members. 
 
Register here: https://quanglo.wufoo.com/forms/ecfwa-pd-session-networking-with-
hugh-maynard/ 
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ECFWA Member News 

 
Your 2015-16 ECFWA Board of Directors 
 
President: Christina Franc 
1st Vice President: Sharon Grose 
2nd Vice President: Kristy Nudds 
Secretary Treasurer: Mary Feldskov 
Communications Coordinator: Karen Dallimore 
 	
Directors: 
Kimberley Coyle 
Courtney Denard 
Patrick Dupuis 
Jeanine Moyer 
Amy Reusch 
Our Eastern Canada representatives with the CFWF are Kristy Nudds and Christina 
Franc. 
 
WELCOME New ECFWA Members: 
 
Jennifer Austin - 4-H Canada Director, Marketing and Communications  
Christine McGugan - Stoltz Sales and Service Marketing and Sales Coordinator  
Megan Taylor - OMAFRA Agriculture Technician  
Margaret Chan - Rocky Lane Farm Herdsperson  
Laura Ferrier - Grain Farmers of Ontario Communications Coordinator - Public Focus  
Brandy Harrison - Farmers Forum Assistant Editor/Reporter  
Emily Markes - Quanglo Communications & Consulting Project Assistant  
Nicolas Mesly - Freelance Reporter/photographer  



Denise Williams - Safety Leadership Institute President 
 
HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR ECFWA MEMBERSHIP? 
  
It’s great value at only $50 for a year, $30 for full-time students. Memberships are due 
on April 30th. Visit www.ecfwa/membership to find out all the benefits of membership 
and sign up or contact our Secretary Treasurer, Mary Feldskov, at 
mfeldskov@gmail.com for more information. 
 
USE WUFOO TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2015/16 – PAY ON-LINE - 
IT’S FAST AND EASY! Go to https://quanglo.wufoo.com/forms/wzppe291amtq19/. 
 
ECFWA membership runs from May 1, 2015 to April 30, 2016. As of October 2015 we 
have a little over 110 members. Spread the word! Most new members find out about 
us from you! A big thank you to all who have renewed their membership so far. 
   
Mentor Program  
 
ECFWA Director Amy Reusch has taken over the administration of the ECFWA 
Mentor Program. We have had several members express interest in having a mentor 
or providing mentorship. Please be patient while we transition and update this 
important resource. 
  
CFWF News 
 
Congratulations to all of the award-winning ECFWA members at the CFWF Awards. 
For a complete list of awards and sponsors visit 
cfwf.wildapricot.org/Resources/Documents/150926_AM_Press%20Release_V4.pdf 
 
CFWF Professional Development Fund 
 
Applications are now invited for the CFWF PD Fund for 2016. CFWF has established 
this fund with a mission to support professional development for agricultural 
journalists and communicators for CFWF members. This the legacy of a lot of hard	
work by volunteers and generous contributions by sponsors who, over the years, have 
enabled CFWF to generate a surplus from fund-raising activities that can now be used 
to support professional development activities. Professional development is defined 
for the purposes of the fund as an activity that enhances the knowledge of the 
profession and/or contributes to the development of a person’s professional attributes, 
abilities, and skills. This can be accomplished through participation in activities that 
relate to agricultural journalism or communications including but not limited to 
research, educational programs, conferences, workshops, exchanges, etc.  
 
Deadline for applications: December 7th, 2015 
Submit applications online: www.cfwf.ca 



Decisions will be made by: January 15th, 2016 
Please review the guidelines in preparing your application.  
Questions? Ask Hugh Maynard, CFWF Secretary-Treasurer at secretariat@cfwf.ca 
 
ECFWA member Owen Roberts was the recipient of $1,362 through the 2015 CFWF 
Professional Development Fund. He was invited as the sole Canadian 
communications representative to make a presentation on "Plant Biotechnology 
Science Writing and Public Communication" at the International University Industry 
Consortium conference in Yuma, Arizona in March 2015. Owen was one of four 
speakers on communications, bringing a Canadian perspective based largely on what 
he knows as an active farm journalist and as the originator and coordinator of SPARK 
- a unique student-based program at Guelph that promotes a greater understanding of 
agricultural research.  
 
His participation has enlightened others from agricultural universities and industry 
about how they too can work cooperatively to involve young people in plant 
biotechnology communication in Canada. He has written stories and columns from the 
material he collected at this conference, making a presentation at the 2015 CFWF 
Conference in Calgary to summarize his work and he will pass along his experience 
to students at the University of Guelph. 
 
IFAJ News 
 

 
 
Thank you Kelly Daynard for this photo of the 15 Canadian delegates at IFAJ 2015 in 
New Zealand in October. We were number two behind the USA for having the most 
delegates, with seven from ECFWA. 
Front row (from left) Trevor Bacque, David Schmidt, Hugh Maynard, Anne Cote, Lilian 
Schaer, Sharon Grose, Walter Grose, Lorne McClinton, Owen Roberts. 
Back row (from left) Shannon Vanraes, Kelly Daynard, Kim Waalderbos, Christina 
Franc, Allison Finnamore, Suzanne Deutsch.  
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Niblets 
If you have any news items to share in the next Niblets, please e-mail them to 
karen.dallimore@gmail.com 

 
Congratulations to Bruce Sargeant and Farm Boy Productions for two wins at the 
2015 Canadian Agricultural Marketing Association (CAMA) awards handed out at the 
Fairmont Hotel in Winnipeg, MB. In the category Video Targeted to External 
Audiences Bruce won with the video Student Federation of the Ontario Agricultural 
College #Aggie Proud – SFOAC, and in the category Special Publications, he was 
again honoured for his production of the Egg Farmers of Ontario – Celebrating 50 
Years of Egg Farmers of Ontario.  

 
 
Welcome to ECFWA Marie-Helene Gaudin! As 
Publishing Assistant at the Coopérateur, she is 
responsible for coordinating the magazine. She is also in 
charge of the Website and the newsletter. Having worked 
more than fifteen years in the livestock sector, more 
specifically in dairy production, she has extensive 
experience in coordination of printed related to 
agriculture. Moreover, Marie-Hélène has worked for over 
ten years in the organization of several events involving 
farmers and stakeholders. 
 
 

 
And Roy Maxwell retires: “After 14 years in broadcasting and 16 years of managing 
communications for Chicken Farmers of Ontario, plus 10 years of running my own 
communications business (Roy Maxwell Communications), I packed it up this 
summer. That does not mean I won't accept work if it comes my way, but it does 
mean I am no longer looking for new projects or clients. To me, that spells 
"retirement". I have had the pleasure of knowing ECFWA members for many years 
and I wish each of you continued success in your future endeavours. Agriculture and 
communicating effectively will always be important, as will the ECFWA.” 
 
Guelph-based agri-marketing and communications agency Kahntact is pleased to 
announce that Erin Calhoun has joined their team in the newly created role of 
communications specialist. In this role, Erin will lead a variety of communications, 
public and media relations initiatives. “Erin has a strong background in both 
agriculture and communications and has a skill set that will be an asset to the agency 
and to our clients,” says Len Kahn, president and strategist, Kahntact. “She’s a strong 
writer and well connected in our industry.” Previous to joining Kahntact, Erin held the 
positions of communications coordinator at Grain Farmers of Ontario and 
communications intern at Canada’s Outdoor Shows. Erin holds a degree in Equine 



 

Management from the University of Guelph and is a former Students Promoting 
Awareness of Research Knowledge (SPARK) student.  
 
In late September, Lyndsey Smith signed on as Director of Communications and 
Stakeholder Relations with Soy Canada. Lyndsey was most recently the editor with 
RealAgriculture.com, and moved to the Ottawa area last year. Her new role will see 
her downtown a few days a week so do stop in for a coffee if you're in the area. 
Email: lsmith@soycanada.ca, cell 204-807-5897. 
 
In October, the Ontario Agricultural College Alumni Foundation announced it would 
renew funding to the University of Guelph’s SPARK program for a second year, 
employing a student writer who focuses specifically on communicating Guelph’s 
agricultural research in prominent industry magazines. So far Bio-Resource 
Management undergraduate Allison Sears and Kyra Lightburn have generated 
nearly 20 published articles in magazines such as Milk Producer, Benchmark, Grain 
Farmer and Ontario Sheep News, as well as stories for the U of G home page. “It 
acknowledges the role of SPARK in agricultural education, and supports the 
fundamental communication of new knowledge, techniques and innovations in 
agriculture to the farmers that could benefit from such information,” says Owen 
Roberts, Director of Research Communications and the SPARK program. 
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